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The Legend of Good Women, Chaucer passed on to The
CanteS)rz?rI}]’] Tales agd this{ransition meant for him the giving up of
old times for new, replacing Greece by England, and finding a subject
of his own choice, instead of the somewhat monotonous task pres- f
cribed to him by the good Queen Anne of Bohemia. I-le_ceascd to be
Italian as he had ceased to be French and became English. However,
this does not mean that he no longer drew freely upon French and
[talian material. He continued to do this to the end. It simply
means that instead of being merely imitative, he became independent,
relying upon himself entirely even for the use to which he put his |
borrowed themes. To this last period belongs, together with sundry |
minor poems, The Canterbury Tales in which we have Chaucer’s
famous and most characteristic work.

Of the last group, The Canterbury Tales easily takes the first
place. Chaucer works the scheme of this great book upon simple but
311_1g§mous lines, Nine and twenty pilgrims meet casually at the
Tanrd Inn at Southwark, London, infeading to visit the tomb of
. BBEIeEI?Eb a Becket at Canterbury. The twenty-nine are carefully
e T )tr)giqaucer fo represent various types and professionis, and
Sugyest? rilliantly described in The Prologue to the poem. At the
1ggestion of the host of the Inn, each of the pilgrims agrees to tell
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