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: The oreat work of the English period is Trse (va;]l::rrélw)():
N\ I .rh-(;}’ é;,ignc setting in contemporary l',n.ﬂ]ﬂnd' - elish
Tales _wnh e [r-cc ., difference from the other periods ; the Eng ‘S._
immediately n;); literary one, like the French and the [talian, ,bUt N
influence l.S'”(f?l énCC of the breadth, scope, and zest of Chaucer s OWi
simply the 1n uThc specific literary influences are still French, Italian

: and age. 5 . . . ‘N ancie
l[;%dﬁ?tm gbut the setting is no longer in dream-worlds or in ancient

Troy : it is on the road between I.ondon and Cantcrbu.ry. Into th@s
Selt.[fil]g. Chaucer could pour the whole wealth of his reading, his
knowlédge, his wide experience of men, and his humorous tolerance.

2. Since the pilgrims come from all walks of life and all occu-
pations, from knight to cook and miller, the company represents t_he
whole range of medieval English society. And as cach tale told—with
one or two exceptions—suits the character and taste of the teller, the
stories cover all possible medieval literary types from stately romance
to salty fabliauwl. Not the least entertaining parts of The Canterbury
Tales are the links between the stories, in which the narrators them-
selves speak or have their squables settled by the jolly host of the
Tabard, who makes the pilgrimage to act as master of ceremonies and
to see to it that such a goodly company stops at no other inn on the
return voyage.

3. As we leave The Prologue and proceed with The Tales and
links, these personalities reveal themselves still further. Lowes
says : “The Prologue gives us the tellers statically in their potentiali-
ties. But as the cavalcade? moves on the static® becomes dynamic*.
Antagonisms flame up, a drunken pilgrim insists on telling his tale
out of turn ; the shipman flatly reruses to hear a sermon from the
Parson and promises a tale that will wake the company up ; a cleric

Critical comments on

! A short story in verse with comic and realistic incidents
* procession

® stationary ; inactive

4 active and showing change



